portraits of gay men and drug users not as pitiful victims, but as heroes and heroines waging their battles against the virus; the careful examinations of the questions posed by the late David Acer, Kimberly Bergalis' gay dentist and the first health care provider accused of infecting a patient with HIV, mode of transmission still unexplained. In much of mainstream media, gays, bisexuals, prostitutes, and drug users are depicted and dismissed as vectors of HIV transmission to an innocent, unsuspecting general population. Why We Need Access to the Gay/Lesbian Press In contrast, the gay and lesbian media have generated a powerful critique of the biases reflected in mainstream AIDS reporting (one that should be extended to periodical indexes as well). AIDS activists, dismissed by even liberal media as a special interest group rather than "experts," use the gay/lesbian and community--based press heavily, at times exclusively, to respond to AIDS--related government policy, to publicize drug trial and treatment news, to report on AIDS demonstrations, and to formulate political critiques and strategies. AIDS activism has, from its beginnings, shaped and reflected a gay/lesbian liberation agenda, one that must be recognized and understood by doctors, researchers, therapists, academics, indeed, any serious student of the epidemic. As librarians, should we allow the gay/lesbian press to continue to be such an under--consulted source of AIDS information, we would be complicit with a most insidious form of censorship. As a result of a letter--writing campaign beginning in the summer of 1990, the American Library Association's Gay and Lesbian Task Force (GLTF) convinced Gale Research, Inc. to add gay/lesbian titles to Book Review Index. Beginning in 1991, Book Review Index promises to include reviews from Lambda Book Report, Out/Look, and The Advocate. The Information Access Company has said it will add The Advocate, Out/Look, Christopher St., and The Journal of Homosexuality to Magazine Index, InfoTrac, and its new Academic Index. In doing so, both companies will improve access to information about HIV/AIDS and gays and lesbians. The H.W. Wilson company, however, has failed to respond to the GLTF's efforts. Since H.W. Wilson indexes are the most widely used of their kind, the GLTF has focused lobbying efforts in their direction (see Sidebar). In addition, the GLTF will lobby Dialog, SilverPlatter, BRS, MedLine, and others should attempt to expand and diversify the ground they cover instead of replicating what they and their competitors have already accomplished. To truly improve access to information about HIV/AIDS, online and CDROM databases must provide access to periodicals unindexed in any electronic format, for example The Alternative Press Index (which currently indexes eight gay and/or lesbian periodicals), Index to Black Periodicals, Hispanic American Periodicals Index, Left Index, and Women Studies Abstracts on disc or online. Like mainstream indexes, most specialized "community press" indexes must improve coverage of lesbian/gay periodicals. Improved indexing and database search services are desperately needed to facilitate fuller medical, academic, and popular understandings about HIV/AIDS. We must be equipped with a full range of knowledge, and we must be allowed unencumbered access to it, in order to put an end to the AIDS epidemic.
